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FOUE GOSSIPY LETTEES. 

SELECTED BY J. 0. WYLIB. 

[The following gossipy letters have been selected from the Norris and 
Pemberton Papers, in the Manuscript Division of the Historical S'ociety 
of Pennsylvania. One of the letters of Charles Norris addressed to 
James Wright, "At Hempfleld, near Susquehanna," contains an interest- 
ing reference to the State House Bell.] 

Charles Norris to James Wright. 
My Good ffriend 

It gave me pleasure to hear you got home well, and 
as thou mentions the weath' shall observe, When 
Froggs and Flys the Land possess. To moderate the 
Colds Excess, By croaking throats and Humming Wing, 
Gladly to welcome the aproaching Spring, When these 
their watry Council hold, and These Salute with buss- 
ings Bold, we may Conclude the winter's past, and 
G«neal Spring aproaches fast — ^which brings to mind 
the Gardiners Care, To plant & Soe all things rare, and 
first we think of CoUiflowers tast. To Soe its Seed with 
utmost hast, for fear the Season sh'd Eelaps and we 
not regale our watry Chaps, with Its delicious tast & 
food, w*'' sure wo" put in Dudgeon mood. Then how 
shall I the sequel tell, when those Possest with seed, 
wont sell. However to be a little more serious Debby 
bids me tell thee that she's in hopes to prevale on 
Dubree to spare a little & was this a good Day to have 
sent a Messenger, wo* not have postponed it till an- 
other, and can she get any thou may depend on a por- 
tion. 

Please To Tender my Grateful! Acceptances of the 
Muffatees to my kind friend Sukey Taylor, & tell her 
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were I a young Fellow, from whose Mouth or Pen such 
Eeturn wo* be suitable & apropo, wo" say, was the 
weath"" as Cold as Green Lands Air, Its utmost Bigour 
I wo* not fear. But Proud to Bi-eath the Frigid Land, 
while arm'd w"" Shield from thy fair hand, I'd think 
the Region not too Cool, but warm my heart by Buf- 
falo's wool. But in more moderate Terms may, And 
perhaps with greater Sincerity, acquaint her w"" my 
obligations for her warm pres"' Truly Debby tells me 
she Intends to Borrow them on Extraordiuary Occa- 
sions, to Draw over her Gloves, and w* a Muff to 
Defend her Arms from any cold our Clymate has in 
petto. 

I did Design to have made the oth"^ side Contain all 
my Budget, but finding myself in Scribling Mood, and 
as all Great Talkers, fill up the Chief part with Trifles 
at least, If not downright Nonsence; to provoke thee 
to thro' all into the fire as soon as thou hast drudg'd 
to the End. Intend to fill up this Side also & realy find 
accord^ to my Scheam have made pritty Progress — 

We have got thro ' the Office, Satt two days and let out 
ab' £1000, — Leech, Yamal, & self, had the whole man- 
agem*, — I fully expected Minshall, but did hear or see 
Nothing of him. We supply 'd all the applyers on the 
last day, Sign'd a Deed to Steph" Evans for the Plant' 
sold by Fra. Yarnal, mortgaged by Jno. Thomas in 
Chester County & postponed Peter Ash ton's till next 
Office. 

And lastly I Cordially Present my Good Wishes for 
the Health & prosperity of my Hempfleld Frds, Pticu- 
larly the Lady's, viz Thy Sist', thy Spouse and Neases 
as if pticularly nam'd. But before I mention thy own 
name shall ask thee a question or two : have you any 
wild Cherry tree Scantling Rem^ on hand, does the 
wood take long seasoning, is the Diff of Good or Bad 
Grain to be known while the Tree is standing, or is 
there any oth'' Question to be ask'd By an Ignoramus 
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to make fully acquainted with all its Quality's thy 
answer will oblige 

Thy Ass* Frd, 

Chas. Norris. 
Feby 15"" 1753 

Charles Norris to James Wright} 

[Mar. 29, 1753.] 
Thus far had wrote before I rec'd thine p post, to 
which now add, that observe thou hast been unwell; 
Use air, moderate Exercise and avoid Physick; and 
I hope thou'l receive benefit from the prescription. I 
shall be pleas 'd to see thee at our next Office and also 
Sus* Taylor, and am Comiss'd to send Debby's & H 
Harrisons Invit' to her, who will readily receive her, 
and endeav"' to make Philad"* agreable while she gives 
us the pleasure of her Comp^. I don't know what sort 
of weath' is fitest for clean*^ Hemp But if Eain is not 
suitable, am sure there has been a meserable season, 
But I thought Susq" Hills divided the Clouds & Scatr" 
the rain from you in West'"''' winds & that the East^'' 
winds did not reach you, that I expected what w"" us 
was very wet, wo'' not be so w"* you. — Ed Woolley this 
day has begun to raise the Belfry in order to hang the 
Bell so that its likely when thou comes down may hear 
the sound thereof and judge for thyself, for the People 
seem divided ab' the Goodness or badness thereof, and 
it is to be hung in order that every Body may hear & 
Judge, that is Every Body who has any Vote wheth' 
it shall remain as it is, or be recast — I am afraid the 
Colly fflow' seed was not good for several who has used 
it Complain as thou doest and believe we shall have but 
a slend"" Crop. We have Pease & Beans and Aspara- 
grass too. I have not heard who is likely to succeed 

" First part of letter missing. 
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Kookson, it is not laziness but want of more Paper 
obliges me to Conclude 

Thy Affec' ffr« 

Chas Norris 



John Cox to Hannah Pemberton. 

Burlington, Dec. 28, 1781 
Dear Cousin 

It was a fortunate Circumstance that thy sweet little 
form was not deposited in our Sleigh, for we never 
reach 'd the habitation of Fidelia till Nine O'clock, very 
cold & wet. I have not time now to expatiate on the 
manifold wretchednesses of our calamitous situation 
in crossing Ankokas Creek, and other et ceteras, that 
shall be the subject of a future letter. In this, I take 
the liberty of trespassing on thy time to request on 
behalf of a lady — a genteel Stranger in this Town — that 
thee will be good enough to speak for a pair of the 
very best and most fashionable Stays, and get them 
finish 'd as soon as may be. I have been often press 'd 
to take this Commission, and as often evaded it, lest I 
should not execute it to satisfaction — but she insists 
on my taking it under my Care, & I promised to write 
to some lady of my acquaintance in the City, on the 
subject. I should have made some enquiry when in 
Town, but it escaped my Memory. If thee can recollect 
the size of Kitty Lawrence, it will be a guide to thee 
in the form &c. perhaps thy own size will be as good a 
model. 

My Fidelia joins me in love to thee and your good 

Folks. I am with regard one of the sincerest of thy 

well wishers &c. &c. &c. 

Alphenor. 
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Hannah Pemberton to Sally Pemberton. 

Burlington Tth mo : 12th 1782 
My dear Sister 

I fully intended writing to thee by Eusebius — ^but his 
very short stay prevented me from writing to any 
other than my dear Sophia, she is a good amiable Girl, 
and merits those attentions from my hands. I am 
convinced that for me she has a sincere friendship, 
she possesses an heart that is formed for inspiring it; 
and feeling all its delicate refinements, she unites the 
Characters of the pleasing Companion, and obliging 
friend — ^may she be uninterruptedly happy. 

I am much pleased with Almyra's company, it is an 
agreeable addition to my other satisfactions — ^Yet I 
know not the reason — ^but she appears excessively dull 
— and there is a very great gloom in her countenance, 
which plainly indicates some uneasiness of mind, and 
that all is not "peace within"; gladly would I remove 
the Cause was it in my power — but alas that I am 
incapable of, for I suppose tis on account of her 
Lysander's absence — I wonder not at her depression — 
her situation is an unpleasing one. I feel for her on 
the occasion. 

Cousin S: Logan, and myself, spent an agreeable 
afternoon yesterday, with the Miss Lawrences — there 
was a large Company there, a Dr. Stockdon, and a Capt 
Savage, were our Beaus. Nancy, and Juliana Chew, 
came in the Evening. 

I am very sorry to hear of poor Joe's indisposition 
am in hopes he is by this time perfectly recovered — 
thee must have been greatly alarmed, I felt much for 
thee when I read the relation of the scene he was wit- 
ness to, in his extreme illness. 

The Swains are very attentive, & call frequently to 
see me. I had a visit this morning from J : Clifford — 
as soon as he was gone Ben Chew came in, and spent 
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the remainder of it with me in agreeable and sentimen- 
tal Conversation. I thought him rather affected, the 
first time I was in his Company, but on a more social 
acquaintance it wears off, and he is really clever. I 
show'd him the ode to Sensibility, he and Alphenor 
think it a very indifferent performance — and say that 
there were but four Lines in it worth reading — which 
are those respecting Major Andre — ^he look'd over the 
other Manuscripts I brought with me for Alphenor to 
see — complimented the Collection & requested permis- 
sion to peruse them, this I could not refuse and lo and 
behold he took them away. Cousin Hannah and my self 
are going this afternoon to visit his Sisters, 

My engagements are numerous — tell my Brother 
Parke I am infinitely obliged to him for the mighty 
Packet he so kindly sent me, I absolutely have not had 
in my power to read it. My dear Maria is equally pro- 
fuse with her attentions — omit not also to present her 
with my respectful acknowledgements, and inform them 
both I shall not easily forget their proofs of [torn out]. 

I have entirely left off my old fashion of rising at 5 
[torn out] the morning — such an early hour is look'd 
upon here extremely ungenteel [torn out]. I feel ex- 
ceedingly happy in conforming to the Customs of the 
Village [torn, "and continue,"] my repose with great 
composure till eight and must say I think it one of the 
most delightful places to sleep in, that I have ever 
known, it [torn out] all that quietude and serenity so 
friendly to Morpheus. 

I suppose Grrandmother has by this time become an 
Inhabitant of her new Habitation — do send me word — 
and how you all are — how you dispose of yourselves 
in my absence &c— Little Molly is well — ^but I think 
she looks very thin & her Cousins tell her she has a 
poor appetite — I din'd there with her yesterday — she 
has been busily engaged in working pin Cushions — 
with which she is mightly pleas 'd — ^but seems to be 
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now, quite tired of Burlington & wants much to go 
home. 

Alphenor returns tomorrow evening, let me hear 
from thee by him — send me a clean pr, of Cuffs — ^f rock 
for Molly — My kind love to my Father & Mother — 
Grandmother — Dr. Parke & Eachel — kiss dear little 
Tom & Hannah for me — and give my respects to 
Leontine. 

Clara^ 

^ John Cox was "Alphenor," "Sophia" was Sally Fisher. 



